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NEWSLETTER FOR FRIENDS OF IRISH STUDIESs: 


CONCORDIA WELCOMES MAJOR IN 
CANADIAN IRISH STUDIES 


Enrolment begins now for September for first degree of its kind in’Canada 


—— 


pe 


U Concordia 


Camille Harrigan and Angela Olaguera made history in January when they became the first students to enroll for the new major in Canadian Irish Studies 
at Concordia. To mark the occasion, the School of Canadian Irish Studies presented them with a copy of the recently published Atlas of the Great Irish 
Famine. From left to right: Michael Kenneally, principal of the school, Olaguera, Harrigan and Susan Cahill, assistant professor of Irish Literature. 


he wait was lengthy — but 
worth it. 


In January, the Government of 
Quebec approved a long sought- 
after major in Canadian Irish Studies 
at Concordia. After years of steady 
growth, the university’s School of 
Canadian Irish Studies is now able 
to offer a full undergraduate degree 
focusing on the history and culture 
of Ireland as well as the story of the 
Irish diaspora. 


The program started modestly with 
four courses in 1991. It has now 


grown to 830 students enrolled in 
22 courses in disciplines such as 
literature, history, film, language, 
religion, music, material culture and 
geography. (For a full list of the 
2013-14 courses, see page 11.) 


Crucial to this development was the 
partnership between the Canadian 
lrish Studies Foundation, Concordia 
and the governments of Quebec, 
Canada and Ireland. From the 
beginning, the local Irish community 
and others in Canada rallied behind 
the leadership of foundation chairs 


Peter O’Brien and Brian Gallery in 
creating an endowment to ensure the 
viability of Canadian Irish Studies. 


From 2002 until his retirement 

as chair last year, Gallery 
enthusiastically worked to secure 
financial resources to support 

the expansion of faculty, courses, 
student scholarships and physical 
resources. Meanwhile, Concordia 
continued to respond to students’ 
growing desire to include Irish 
Studies as part of their education. 


(Continued on next page) 
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This BA degree will allow students 
from Canada and abroad to study 
lreland’s history and culture 

and the achievements of Irish 
immigrants and their descendants 
around the world. In exploring the 
various aspects of Canadian Irish 
Studies, students will discover case 
studies for many issues that go far 
beyond Irish matters and resonate 
internationally. These complex 
issues stem from Ireland’s dual 
traditions in language, religion and 
cultures, its complicated political 
evolution and its vexed relationship 
with British imperialism. Students 
from all backgrounds and in many 
different academic programs can 
benefit from this multidisciplinary 
area of study. 


or nearly seven decades, the 

Innisfail Social and Sports Club has 
played a prominent role in Montreal’s 
Irish community. Now they’ve stepped 
up to support Canadian Irish Studies 
students at Concordia. 


In 1943, a group of 17 recent Irish 
immigrants established the Innisfail 
Social and Sports Club in Montreal 
to promote Irish values and culture. 
In its 70 years, the club has regularly 
participated in local Irish events. 


In 2002, the club’s executive 
committee members decided to raise 
money for university students facing 
financial difficulties. Over the next 

10 years, they raised $13,000 for the 
Innisfail Bursary, which will generate 
an annual award of about $650 for 
needy Canadian Irish Studies students 
at Concordia. 


Club members who worked diligently 
to meet their goal included current 
president Ann Broden, John Faherty, 
James Coleman, Mary Coleman 
Meehan, Phyllis Morrice, John and 
Sandy McDonaugh, Patrick Gilhooly, 
Roberta Wheeler and John Gilroy. 
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Concordia’s major in Canadian Irish Studies is the only university program 
of its kind in Canada. A degree in Canadian Irish Studies allows students 
to explore the history and rich culture of Ireland and its diaspora and learn 
about complex issues related to colonialism, nationalism, war, religion and 
more. Students can enjoy courses in literature, history, political science, 
economics, geography, popular culture, drama, film and the Irish language. 


cdnirish.concordia.ca 


The Canadian Irish Studies Foundation logo was designed by 
Ronan Kearney. A blue harp is the official symbol of Ireland, 
and the logo reflects the foundation’s mission: to promote a 
widespread appreciation of Ireland’s history and culture. 


cisf.concordia.ca 


MONTREAL'S INNISFAIL SOCIAL AND 
SPORTS CLUB DISPLAYS ITS SUPPORT 


Ss. 


ee er 


At a recent meeting, Innisfail Social and Sports Club president Ann Broden, centre, presents 
a cheque to Susan Cahill and Jane McGaughey, professors in the School of Canadian Irish 
Studies, to create the Innisfail Bursary for Canadian Irish Studies students at Concordia. 


Camille Harrigan, a student in the 
Canadian Irish Studies minor program 
and a multiple Canadian Irish Studies 
scholarship recipient, was selected as 
an Arts and Science Scholar this fall. 


Harrigan, centre, is pictured receiving 
her award from Faculty of Arts and 
Science Dean Brian Lewis, left, and 
Michael Kenneally, principal of the 
School of Canadian Irish Studies. 


OTTAWA'S IRISH COMMUNITY REMEMBERS PATRICK MURRAY 


Donors establish Patrick Murray Memorial Scholarship in Canadian Irish Studies 


and Alice Murray. 


he picturesque Ottawa 
residence of Ray Bassett, 


Ambassador of Ireland to Canada, 


was the ideal setting to honour 
the late, acclaimed capital-region 
architect Patrick Murray. 


More than 100 Irish-Canadians 
gathered in August for the 
fundraising event, which raised 
about $40,000 for an endowment 
to fund the Patrick Murray 
Memorial Scholarship in Canadian 
Irish Studies at Concordia. 


Canadian Irish Studies Foundation 
trustee David Scott, who 

initiated the get-together, briefly 
recounted to guests Murray’s life 


and enormous contribution to 
the Ottawa Irish community and 
nation’s capital architecture. 


Patrick Murray and his brother 

Tim arrived in Ottawa in the late 
1950s. The two architects soon 
established a stellar reputation, and 
their influence was evident on many 
of the buildings that became part of 
the expansion of Ottawa over the 
following decades. Murray later was 
elected mayor of nearby Rockcliffe 
Park. He was an enthusiastic 
Canadian Irish Studies Foundation 
board member. 


Patrick Murray’s brother Tim, his son 
Patrick and his widow Alice all spoke 


at the event, as did Brian Gallery, 
in his last public role as chair of the 
Canadian Irish Studies Foundation. 
Christopher Murray and Donough 
Murphy flew in from London and 
Dublin, respectively, to attend. 


The Patrick Murray Memorial 
Scholarship will be awarded 
annually to an Ottawa-area student 
who wishes to study at the School 
of Canadian Irish Studies. The 
school hopes to attract further 
donations to increase the planned 
annual $2,000 scholarship. The 
first scholarship will be awarded in 
2013-14. 


ew Concordia President Alan 

Shepard and newly appointed 
chair of the Canadian Irish Studies 
Foundation John Little had a chance 
to meet at a dinner at the University 
Club on January 29. 


Others attending were foundation 
vice-chair Peter Cullen and treasurer 
Gary O’Connor, foundation trustee 
and former Quebec premier Daniel 
Johnson, principal of the School 

of Canadian Irish Studies Michael 
Kenneally and Concordia Faculty of 
Arts and Science Dean Brian Lewis. 


Shepard spoke of his enthusiasm for 
his new position at Concordia. He 
expressed his conviction that the 
university has a bright future as an 
innovative and engaged educational 
institution that responds to the needs 
of students in today’s challenging 


INTRODUCING THE PRESIDENT 


Alan Shepard meets the foundation executive 


Brian Lewis, dean of Concordia’s Faculty of 
Arts and Science (centre), introduces president 
Alan Shepard (left) to foundation chair John Little. 


globalized world. In the context 

of the educational debates being 
conducted around the world on such 
issues, Shepard added that Quebec 
universities need more resources to 
compete internationally. 


That’s what makes the Canadian Irish 
Studies Foundation’s support over 
the past 18 years for development of 
Canadian Irish Studies so special, he 


said. That partnership has become 
a model for the kind of innovative 
ways of developing new academic 
programs that respond to the needs 
of students. The interdisciplinary 
nature of Canadian Irish Studies 
helps develop the skillsets needed in 
today’s world. 


John Little told the group that 

the Irish community was proud 

to partner with Concordia in an 
academic discipline which, while 
focusing on Ireland and the Irish 
diaspora, deals with issues that go 
beyond Ireland and does so in a small, 
student-centred department that can 
offer focused attention to students. 


Shepard accepted an invitation to 
attend a regular meeting of the 
foundation’s trustees later in 2013. 


MARK JUNE 16 ON YOUR CALENDAR FOR BLOOMSDAY 


ieee of James Joyce annually 
commemorate Bloomsday on 
June 16, the date made famous in 
his novel Ulysses. 


For the second time, Montrealers 
will celebrate Bloomsday over four 
vibrant days, from June 13 to 16, at 
several venues including Concordia 
and McGill universities, the McCord 
Museum and Atwater Library. 


Highlights will include music, 
storytelling and dramatization, 
dancing, expert talks on James 
Joyce, films on Bloomsday and 
the Irish, a Ulysses/Joyce trivia 
contest, and multilingual public 
readings of Ulysses. 


From the School of Canadian Irish 
Studies, Michael Kenneally and 
Susan Cahill will each give a lecture 
on aspects of Joyce’s work, while 
Jane McGaughey, the school’s 
expert on the Irish in Canada, will 
lecture on the events taking place 

in Montreal on June 16, 1904, while 
Leopold Bloom was making his way 
around Dublin. This event will be an 
occasion to celebrate the universality 
of this great novel, its themes and 
the people who love it. 


For more information, please visit 
the Facebook page, Bloomsday 
2013 - Montreal Celebration, 

or call 514-848-2424, ext. 8711, 
or 514-398-8234. 


LITERARY READINGS AT CONCORDIA 


Writers and poets to read from their works 


our high-profile writers will read 
from their work in 2013 at the 
School of Canadian Irish Studies. 


Kevin Barry, an extraordinary 
short story writer and novelist 
who has emerged from Ireland in 
recent years, will give a reading on 
March 8 under the joint auspices 
of Writers Read at Concordia 
and the School of Canadian Irish 
Studies. Author of the acclaimed 
There Are Little Kingdoms (2010), 
City of Bohane (2012) and Dark 
Lies the Island (2013), Barry gave 
a spellbinding reading at last 
summer’s International Association 
of the Study of Irish Literatures 
conference at Concordia. 


On March 13, Irish poets Rita Ann 
Higgins and Matthew Sweeney 
will give a public reading at the 
School of Canadian Irish Studies 

in conjunction with the Versefest 
poetry festival. Both poets’ 
distinctive voices have challenged 
established literary norms. Higgins’s 
gutsy humour and clear-sighted 
observations of contemporary 
Ireland and Sweeney’s compelling 
playfulness with realism should 
make for an exciting event. 


Kevin Barry 


Award-winning Irish-Canadian 
novelist Emma Donoghue will 
read at Concordia on October 10, 
jointly sponsored by Writers Read 
at Concordia and the School of 
Canadian Irish Studies. Her 2010 
novel, Room, was short-listed for 
the Man Booker Prize, has sold over 
a million copies and won several 
awards including the Hughes & 
Hughes Irish Novel of the Year. 


Matthew Sweeney 


Emma Donoghue 
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Susan Cahill is an assistant 
professor of Irish Literature who 
works on Irish women’s writing 

and children’s literature. Originally 
from Ireland, she received a BA and 
PhD from University College Dublin 
and an MA from Cardiff University. 
Her current research focuses on 
Irish girls in the late 19th and early 
20th centuries. In June, Cahill will 
present a paper at the forthcoming 
conference of the Canadian 
Association of Irish Studies in 
Vancouver titled “Girls on the Edge: 
Rosa Mulholland and Irish Girls in 
Fiction at the Turn of the Century.” 


Gavin Foster, who earned a PhD 
from the University of Notre Dame 
in South Bend, Ind., in 2009, is an 
assistant professor of Irish history. 
His work has focused on the Irish 
revolutionary period, particularly 
the Irish Civil War of 1922-23. 
Along with an ongoing Quebec- 
government funded (FQORSC) oral 
history project on Irish Civil War 
memory, he recently published 

an article on Irish republican 
philosophy in New Hibernia Review. 
Another piece on the impact 

of poverty, unemployment and 
mass emigration on IRA members 
following their civil war defeat 
appeared in a special issue of Eire- 
Ireland launched this past summer 
at the IASIL conference hosted by 
Concordia. 


In addition to his duties as principal 
of the School of Canadian Irish 
Studies, Michael Kenneally’s 
research will be reflected in a 
paper called “Re-textualizing the 
Past: History, Representation and 
Identity” in A Chronicle of Lower 
Canada. He will present it at the 
annual conference of the Canadian 
Association for Irish Studies to be 


KEEPING BUSY 


Meet the Canadian Irish Studies faculty 


Léinn Eireannaigt 


ie 


From left to right: Gavin Foster, Michael Kenneally, Rhona Richman Kenneally, Jane McGaughey, 
Susan Cahill and Geardid O hAllmhurdin. Not pictured: Seaghan Mac an tSionnaigh. 


held at Simon Fraser University. 
Kenneally is co-editing a collection 
of essays titled Memory and 
Representations of the Past in Ireland 
and Quebec with University College 
Dublin professor Margaret Kelleher. 


Holder of the Johnson Chair in 
Quebec and Canadian Irish Studies, 
Gearéid O hAllmhurain will 
present a paper in March at the 
annual conference of SOFEIR: 
Société Francaise d’Etudes 
Irlandaises / The French Society 
for Irish Studies, to be held at 
Université de Strasbourg, France. 
He has several research papers due 
for publication this year, including: 
“The Place of Sound — The Sound 
of Place: Irish Music and Cultural 
Memory in Rural Quebec,” to 

be included in Representations of 
Identity in Ireland and Quebec, edited 
by Margaret Kelleher and Michael 
Kenneally. 


Rhona Richman Kenneally, 

an associate professor in the 
Department of Design and 
Computation Arts and a fellow of 
the school, has degrees in literature 
and history as well as both a 
professional degree and PhD in 
architecture. Her SSHRC-funded 
publications focus on Irish domestic 
space — the home — during the 
mid-20th century, and on how 
emerging modern technologies and 
behaviours (especially related to 
food) transform the family dynamic. 
She will be presenting papers on the 
topic in the next few months in the 
United States, Austria and Canada. 
She is also editor of the Canadian 
Journal of Irish Studies. 


Jane McGaughey is an assistant 
professor of Irish Diaspora Studies. 
McGaughey, a native of Kingston, 
Ont., focuses on the history of the 
lrish in Canada and the construction 
of masculinities in the Orange 
Order. Her current projects explore 


the experiences of County Wexford 
migrants to Upper Canada between 
1798 and 1838, and the Orange 
Order’s influence on the legacy of 
Louis Riel. McGaughey received a 
PhD in Irish History from Birkbeck 
College, University of London, and 
was the National Endowment for 
the Humanities Faculty Fellow in 


he popularity of Irish dancing 

among Canada’s teenagers has 
soared as a result of such successful 
shows as Riverdance and Lord of 
the Dance. This phenomenon is 
reflected in the extensive network 
of Irish dancing schools and annual 
competitions held across Canada 
and many other countries. 


Students involved in Irish dancing 
are a natural pool of potential 
students for Canadian Irish 

Studies programs. Fortunately, 
Montreal is proving to be a 
magnet for important Irish dancing 
competitions, and the School of 
Canadian Irish Studies is partnering 
with these events to publicize its 
academic programs. 


Irish Studies at the University of 
Notre Dame. 


Seaghan Mac an tSionnaigh 

is the fourth annual Visiting Irish 
Language Scholar who has come to 
Concordia with the support of the 
Government of Ireland, the Ireland 
Canada University Foundation 


Last fall, Montreal was the site for 
the Eastern Canada Oireachtas 
(dance competition), where 800 
competitors gathered at the Queen 
Elizabeth Hotel to vie for the right to 
compete in the national competition. 
The school offered two travel 
scholarships of $300 to the winners 
in the individual categories for best 
senior female and male dancers. 


The city will be the location of the 
Eastern Canadian Regional Qualifying 
Competition in 2013, to be followed 
in 2014 by the North American 
Nationals, which will bring between 
3,500 and 4,000 competitors to 

the city. Montreal will also host 

the 5,000 competitors and their 
families and supporters at the World 
Championships in spring 2015. 


and the Canadian Irish Studies 
Foundation. A native of Kilkenny, 
Mac an tSionnaigh studied at the 
University of Limerick, where his 
thesis was on Irish lexicography. He 
teaches a year-long course on the 
Irish language as well as courses on 
the history and cultural contexts of 
Irish over the last two centuries. 


Senior Ladies’ Dance Compe on and the 
Irish Studies Travelling Scholarship; Michael 
Kenneally, principal of the School of 

and Sue Fay-Healy, 


Canadian Irish Studies; 


Lupiano’s teacher 


winner of the 
Competition and the 


Scholarship, Michael 


A CENTURY OF HISTORY 


Catriona Crowe delivers annual St. Patrick’s Society Lecture 


From left to right: professors Rhona Richman Kenneally, Seaghan Mac an tSionnaigh, Michael 


Kenneally, visiting scholars Ruth Barton and Catriona Crowe, and professor Susan Cahill 


he next decade will mark the 

100th anniversaries of many 
significant events in Irish history. 
Catriona Crowe, director of 
lreland’s National Archive, helped 
shed light on those pivotal moments 
at the St. Patrick’s Society Annual 
Lecture in Irish Studies at the 
School of Canadian Irish Studies in 
September. 


Crowe’s lecture on “The Irish 

Decade of Commemorations: Some 
Reflections” provided historical 
background to the momentous Irish 
historical events whose centenaries 
will be marked over the next several 
years. These include the great Dublin 
Lockout of 1913, the 1916 Easter 
Rebellion, the Anglo-lrish War, the 
Irish Civil War, the establishment of a 
Northern Irish Parliament, suffrage for 
women achieved in 1918 and, in 1922, 
the creation of the Irish Free State. 


Crowe is an expert on the various 
censuses taken in lreland. In 
particular, she is responsible for 


digitizing the 1911 census in 
co-operation with Library and 
Archives Canada. With the click of a 
mouse, this extraordinary resource 
provides access to information on 
every household in 1911 Ireland, 
including its residents, languages 
spoken, marital status, and size and 
structure of houses. 


In thanking Crowe for her lecture, 
St. Patrick’s Society president Paul 
Dunne read a copy of the census 
form his grandfather filled out in 
1911. Dunne related how much he 
discovered about his own family 
from this extraordinary source and 
how wonderful it was to see his 
grandfather’s handwriting. 


2013 St. Patrick’s Society 
Lecture 


David McWilliams, the popular 
Irish economist who predicted the 
collapse of the Celtic Tiger when 
most others in Ireland dismissed him 
as a naysayer, will give the St. Patrick’s 


The 2013 St. Patrick’s Society Annual Lecture 
in Irish Studies with David McWilliams will be 
held on September 19, 2013 


Society Annual Lecture in Irish Studies 
in September 2013. 


An Irish journalist and economist, 
McWilliams was educated at Trinity 
College Dublin and the College 

of Europe. He has worked as an 
economist with the Central Bank 
of Ireland and as a banker with 
UBS bank and Banque Nationale de 
Paris. More recently he has become 
a broadcaster and documentary 
maker with TV3 and Raidio Teilifis 
Eireann, and has interviewed people 
as diverse as Hillary Clinton, Noam 
Chomsky and Bono. His books 
include The Pope’s Children: Ireland’s 
New Elite (2005), The Generation 
Game (2008) and Follow the Money 
(2010). 


McWilliams has also been forefront 
in the debates in Ireland about 
political reform and — of interest to 
Irish Montrealers — is in favour of 
extending the vote to members of 
the Irish diaspora. 


SCHOLARS IMPART THEIR KNOWLEDGE 
Peter O’Brien Visiting Scholars add depth to school 


rofessor and author Ruth 

Barton shared her extensive 
expertise on Irish films with Canadian 
lrish Studies students as the 2012 
Peter O’Brien Visiting Scholar. 


During her stay, Barton taught 

two courses, Gender and Irish 
Cinema and Cinema of the Celtic 
Tiger. She also delivered the 11th 
Annual Bishop Neil Willard Lecture, 
titled “Revisiting Old History? 
Representations of the Past in Irish 
Cinema of the Celtic Tiger.” 


Barton heads the Department 

of Film Studies at Trinity College 
Dublin. Her many books and 
articles on Irish cinema include Jim 
Sheridan, Framing the Nation (2002), 
Acting Irish in Hollywood (2006) and 
Hedy Lamarr: The Most Beautiful 
Woman in Film (2010). 


Patrick Duffy 


2013 Peter O’Brien Visiting 
Scholar 


Patrick Duffy will be the Peter 
O'Brien Visiting Scholar for fall 
2013. He has been a professor at 
the National University of Ireland, 
Maynooth, where he has taught 
courses on historical geography and 
rural and landscape studies. 


DISTINGUISHED HISTORIAN DELIVERS 
THOUGHT-PROVOKING LECTURE 


Professor Donald Akenson, 
one of the world’s foremost 
experts on the Irish around the 
world, delivered the annual Irish 
Protestant Benevolent Society 
Lecture at the School of Canadian 
Irish Studies on January 18. 
Akenson spoke about the origins 
of Protestant evangelicalism to 

an audience of more than 50. He 
asserted that world and particularly 


American evangelicalism had 

its roots with a small group of 
Protestants who hailed from 
County Wicklow, an area outside 
of Dublin that encompasses what 
became known as “the pale.” 


Akenson is the Douglas Professor 
of Irish and Canadian History 

at Queen’s University. He has 
written 18 books, including the 


While at Concordia, Duffy will teach 
the Making of the Irish Landscape 
and Reading the Irish and Canadian 
Landscapes. 


Duffy has lectured at universities 
around the world and is a former 
Fellow of the Institute of Irish 
Studies, Queen’s University, 

Belfast. He is Chair of the National 
Geographical Sciences Committee in 
the Royal Irish Academy, Dublin. He 
has written several books, chapters 
and papers, including Landscapes 

of South Ulster (1993) and Exploring 
the History and Heritage of Irish 
landscapes (Dublin, 2007). 


Since inception in 2004, the Peter 
O’Brien Visiting Scholars have 
provided an opportunity for 
distinguished international scholars 
to offer courses on subjects not 
covered by the permanent faculty in 
the School of Canadian Irish Studies. 


much lauded Surpassing Wonder: 
The Invention of the Bible and the 
Talmuds (2001). His history Small 
Differences: Irish Catholics and 

Irish Protestants, 1815-1922: An 
International Perspective (1991) 
was named one of the 10 essential 
works on Irish history by the 
Guardian newspaper. 


MEET THE SCHOLARSHIP-WINNING POST GRADS: 


Canadian Irish Studies’ graduate students introduce themselves 


Amanda Leigh Cox: St. Patrick’s Society Scholarship 

I'm in my third year of Concordia’s Integrated PhD in Humanities program. My PhD project, 
“Telling Stories in New Nations: Translation and Cultural Reparations,” asks what role cultural 
reconciliation measures play in administrative peace processes, focusing specifically on the 
Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland, in addition to Acadia. The School of Canadian Irish 
Studies and the scholarships provided through the Canadian Irish Studies Foundation have 
provided me crucial academic and financial support. The school’s multidisciplinary focus allows 
me to enrich my PhD project with research and scholarly information that would be otherwise 
difficult to gather cohesively. 


Kelly Norah Drukker: Irene Mulroney Scholarship 

| was born in Montreal and grew up in Quebec’s Laurentian region. | am currently a 
second-year MA student in Concordia’s English and creative writing program, and | also 
teach English composition at the university. | have worked as a teaching assistant for the 
School of Canadian Irish Studies and have studied contemporary Irish women’s writing 
through the school. My creative thesis is a collection of poems that explores the history 
and landscape of Inis Mor in County Galway, Ireland. My poetry and creative non-fiction 
have appeared in a number of publications, most recently The Montreal International Poetry 
Prize Longlist Anthology. In 2006, my set of long poems Still Lives won second prize in the 
prestigious CBC Literary Awards. 


Raymond jess: St. Patrick’s Society Scholarship 

| am a second-year graduate student in the School of Graduate Studies’ individualized 
program. My thesis focus is to evaluate the ways that the Protestant Irish of Montreal framed 
and defined Canadian national identity in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. | am especially 
proud to be a recipient of a St. Patrick’s Society scholarship. 


Mike Rast: Irene Mulroney Scholarship 

| came to Concordia to do a PhD in history specifically because of the reputation of the 
School of Canadian Irish Studies and the research Professor Gavin Foster is conducting on the 
Irish Civil War. My MA thesis explored the interplay between Irish Republican Army guerrilla 
tactics and Sinn Féin’s international propaganda efforts during the War of Independence. My 
PhD thesis will examine attitudes to partition and sources of continuing violence in Northern 
Ireland and the Irish Free State after the signing of the Anglo-lrish Treaty. | feel fortunate to 
have received the Irene Mulroney Scholarship, which enables me to conduct my research into 
Canadian press sources while studying at Concordia. 


Tracy Valcourt: St. Patrick’s Society Scholarship 

As the mother of two, | am delighted to have returned to school to enroll in the first year of 
my MA in the Individualized Program in the School of Graduate Studies. My research focus is 
to examine Irish authors John Banville and Samuel Beckett through the lens of the Irish Gothic 
literary tradition. In this study, | am not only interested in following the echoes and patterns of 
the Gothic throughout Irish literature but am also seeking to establish its routes by examining 
historical events such as the Great Famine and the Irish Land War of the late 19th century. My 
St. Patrick’s Society Scholarship has been instrumental in helping me balance a family life with 
an academic one. 


SCHOOL OF CANADIAN IRISH STUDIES 
COURSE OFFERINGS 2013/14 


HISTORY MUSIC GEOGRAPHY 
The Irish in Montreal (fall) Irish Traditional Music in Canada The Making of the Irish Landscape (fall) 
History of Ireland (fall) (fall) Reading Irish and Canadian Landscapes 
History and Memory in Ireland (fall) Irish Cultural Traditions in Quebec (fall) 

(winter) 
The Great Irish Famine (winter) LANGUAGE 
The Irish in Canada (winter) THEATRE Irish Language & Culture | 

Irish Plays: Dramaturgy (fall) (fall and winter) 
LITERATURE 

lrish Language & Culture II 

The Irish Short Story Tradition PERFORMANCE STUDIES (fall and winter) 
(summer) Performing lrishness (winter) 
James Joyce (fall) INTERDISCIPLINARY 
lrish Literary Revival (winter) IRISH DIASPORA Introduction to Canadian Irish Studies 
Highlights of Irish Literature (winter) Irish Emigration and Settlement (fall) 

(Fall) Research Methods in Irish Studies 
CINEMA Irish Identities Abroad (winter) (winter) 


Irish Film Studies (winter) 


LOOKING FOR SUBJECTS: 


Oral History Project — The Afterlife of lreland’s Civil War: Memories 
and Silences at Home and in Exile 


Professor Gavin Foster is looking for people in Ireland and among the Irish diaspora with family connections 
to the Irish Civil War (1922-23) to be interviewed for an oral history on how families, communities and later 
generations remember this important conflict. 


If you had family — perhaps a grandparent — involved in the conflict on either side, Foster would like to ask you 
a series of questions. What was the impact of the civil war on your family? How is it remembered? Have any 
stories been passed down? Foster is interested in civil war memories relating to all parts of Ireland, especially from 
counties Kerry, Cork, Clare and Limerick. 


Beyond Ireland, he is eager to interview lrish-Americans, Irish-Canadians and others related to IRA veterans 
who emigrated in the aftermath of the conflict. Interviews will be recorded to audio or video or written down, 
according to your wishes. You will be given a copy of the interview recording. 


The project has been approved by Concordia’s Human Research Ethics Committee and all interviewees will be 
informed in advance about conditions and options of participation. 
For more information please contact: 


Professor Gavin Foster at the School of Canadian Irish Studies 
Tel.: 514-848-2424, ext. 5117 
gavin.foster@concordia.ca 


A MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR OF 
THE CANADIAN IRISH STUDIES FOUNDATION 


A s a fifth-generation Irish Quebecer, my strong sense of pride in the Irish role 
in building Canada has inspired me to participate in Montreal Irish-community 
activities. | served as president of the St. Patrick’s Society and, now, | proudly have 
stepped in as chair of the Canadian Irish Studies Foundation. 


lam honoured, although somewhat daunted, to follow in the very large footsteps of 
Brian Gallery. His accomplishments over 18 years were quite extraordinary. 


| enter as chair at an exciting time for Concordia’s School of Canadian Irish Studies. 
The many years of preparation have reached fruition in the recent Government of 
Quebec approval of the major in Canadian Irish Studies. 


This truly marks a milestone for the Irish community in Canada and indeed for all those 
in our country who, like the Irish, faced the enormous dislocations of leaving or being 
forced out of their homeland and then rose to the challenges of settling and reinventing 
themselves as immigrants in a new place. 


“With a major in Canadian Even though it is many years since | sat in the classrooms of Loyola College, | find it 
Irish Studies now available at very rewarding to imagine that all of us associated with the Canadian Irish Studies 
Foundation, whether trustees or our many supporters, can play a small role in the 


Concordia, we have reached a ; Chae 
education of future university graduates. 


landmark moment. Now we need 

The Irish poet William Butler Yeats said, “Education is not the filling of a pail, but the 

lighting of a fire.” | invite all supporters of the Canadian Irish Studies Foundation to 

— John Little, Chair Canadian consider making a contribution and help us in our modest way to light an inspirational 
irisn Studies Foundation __ fire for current and future students. Thank you for your donation, and | hope you enjoy 

our newly designed newsletter. 


your support more than ever.” 


Dr. John Little 
Chair, Canadian Irish Studies Foundation 


The Canadian Irish Studies Foundation Hopes for Your Support 


Fondation canadienne d’études irlandaises 


*(®) Canadian Irish Studies Foundation Yes! | would like to contribute. 
Name Please accept my gift of $ 
Address to the Annual Campaign of the Canadian Irish Studies 
Foundation 
City CL] My cheque to the Canadian Irish Studies Foundation 
; is enclosed 
Province Postal Code 2 — 
——_ Charge my VIS. 
Email 


Please mail to: 

Canadian Irish Studies Foundation Exp. _/ Signature 
1455 De Maisonneuve Blvd. W., H1001 

Montreal, QC H3G 1M8 cisf.concordia.ca 
Phone: 514-848-2424, ext.8711 Email: cdnirish@alcor.concordia.ca Registered charity number NE 11882 9050 RROO01 


